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bottom of the forts with mud. When a shell sank
in this it made a great splutter without much de-
structive effect. Yet there is no doubt of the moral
value of the mortar fire in assisting the passage of
the fleet.

Among the Confederate ships was the McRae,
which had been mercilessly engaged by the Iroquois.
Her casualties in the exchange of broadsides at close
quarters had been very heavy. Among the mortally
wounded was her commander, Thomas B. Huger,
whose case parallels that of Warley, of the Manassas.
His last service in the United States Navy had been in
the ship which he unsuccessfully engaged. Charles
W. Read succeeded to the command of the Mcltae.

Read had been appointed to Annapolis from
Mississippi, and was at the Naval Academy part of
the time that I was, being in the class of 1860,
Now, I met him under circumstances that could
appeal only to the chivalry of the victorious side.

"Savey" Read, as he was known to his fellow-
midshipmen, came on board the Mississippi to get
permission to take his dying captain and the other
wounded of the McRae to New Orleans. Later dur-
ing the war he captured one of our vessels, and set
forth on a career up and down our coast worthy of
the days of Drake. Whenever he took a vessel that
he liked better than the one with which he made the
capture, he would transfer his flag to her- Appear-
ing suddenly in the harbor of Portland, Maine, which